To: Robert Keen. President, MTU Sentate

From: Dieter Adolphs, Chair, Curricular Policy Committee
CC: Members of the Curricular Policy Committee

Date: 6 November 2001

Reg.: Senate Proposals 3-02 and 4-02

Attachment: Michigan Public Universities Undergraduate Degree Programs (1997-98 Data)

The Curricular Policy Committee has reviewed proposals 3-02 and 4-02, i.e.. elimination
of the AAS Degree Program in Forest Technology and the Minerals Process Engineering
Option degree program. We recommend to reject these proposals and to replace proposal
4-02 with a new proposal.

REG.: PROPOSAL 3-02. (ELIMINATION OF THE AAS DEGREE PROGRAM IN
FOREST TECHNOLOGY)

The elimination of the AAS Degree Program in Forest Technology degree program would
have irreversible negative effects on the MTU curriculum. There are two primary losses
the university curriculum would suffer from this elimination:

a) The Forest Technology program appeals to students who flourish in a hands-on
learning environment. 1t thereby prepares students for jobs in industrial forestry,
and also provides them with a foundation for further studies and research in the
School of Forestry. Most students who enter this program would not find other
MTU programs acceptable and would most likely leave MTU. The elimination of
this program would not only be a loss of potential revenue, but also have a
negative impact on the university's over-all academic quality and intellectual
diversity. The opportunities for graduate studies and research would also be lost.

b) There is strong mutual support between the Forest Technology program and the
School of Forestry. The Forest Technology program is a source of students for the
B.S. Degree in Forestry program. Termination of the Forest Technology program
would thus negatively impact the School of Forestry.

Rather than supporting the elimination of this program, the Curricular Policy Committee
recommends that the University should

1} further strengthen the cooperation between the Schools of Technology and
Forestry through official implementation of the current 242 ' year transfer program
agreement, and establish of a 2+2 program, perhaps in Forest Technology or Forest
Science.

2) strengthen the efforts to increase the visibility of technology programs. The job
prospects for graduates seem to be very promising, However, current students and
graduates from this program pointed out to the committee that they only became aware of
this program after they decided to no longer pursue their original majors in other colleges.
Prospective students who visited the campus were sent only to the School of Forestry by
the admission office because some personnel were not aware of the Forest Technology
program. Consequently, increasing visibility of this program may not only have positive
impact on both recruitment and retention, but would also allow for growth of this
program and thereby make it cost-etTective.



REG: PROPOSAL 4-02. (ELIMINATION OF THE MINERALS PROCESS
ENGINEERING OPTION DEGREE PROGRAM)

Rather than eliminating the Minerals Process Engineering Option Degree Program, the
Curricular Policy Committee suggests the following alternative proposal:

The Senate recommends the relocation of the Mineral Process Engineering
Option. existing faculty and graduate programs, to the Department of Chemical
Engineering. The program will require only minor modilication to the existing
undergraduate curriculum. The modified degree program would be titled
Particulates/Mineral Processing Engineering. The financial savings of this
proposal are congruent with those of the administration. Michigan Technological
University offers the fewest number of Bachelor degree programs of all public
colleges and universities in the State of Michigan (see attachment). The Senate
therefore feels that it is important to at least maintain the current number of degree
programs.



Michigan Public Universities
Undergraduate Degree Programs

Assoc Bachelor

Universities Degree Degree Total
Michigan Tech | 7 31 38
U. of M. - Dearborn 0 56 56
Lake Superior 21 37 58
Grand Valley 0 60 60
Saginaw Valley 0 62 62
U. of M. - Flint* 0 62 62
Northern Michigan 17 61 78
Central Michigan 0 90 90
Ferris State 43 61 104
Cakland 0 109 109
Eastern Michigan 0 123 123
Wayne State 0 126 126
Michigan State 11 129 140
Western Michigan 0 155 155
U. of M. - Ann Arbor 0 222 222

*J). of M. —= Flint Data [rom 1987-98
Source; 1998-99 HEIDI Data, Institutional Characleristics



