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Research & Sponsored Programs Newsletter

Letter from Vice President for Research
           I  would like to introduce you to a newsletter designed to provide information regarding all facets
of sponsored programs administration at Michigan Tech.  You’ll find a calendar of significant upcoming
internal events or deadlines and a regular series of items from  Research Services, Research Accounting
and Intellectual Property/Technology Commercialization.   These  three units have combined together to
form the Sponsored Programs Resource and Outreach Team  to address a wide ranging set of issues
relating to sponsored programs administration at MTU.  This effort involves many people from the three
offices who have come together with the following mission; “We provide service and outreach to MTU’s
Research/Sponsored Programs Community and external partners by assisting in the acquisition and
management of funding while ensuring compliance.  This is done in support of the University mission.”
This effort is important for the units involved, but I believe it can also provide a model for the rest of the
campus and I’m looking forward to the results of the ongoing collaborations. This double-arrow logo will
indicate items in this newsletter coming from this cooperative effort.

        There is much going on in Sponsored Programs Administration at Michigan Tech that will be
highlighted in future editions of this newsletter.  To begin, the name of Research Services has been
changed to Research & Sponsored Programs (R&SP) to better reflect the range of services provided to
the campus community. 1 All sponsored program activity at MTU, whether it is “research” or not, needs
to go through the same approval and review process administered by R&SP. As you’ll see in the rest of
this issue, we will not provide a lot of detail, in the newsletter, but will give references and  URLs where
you can find more detailed information. These newsletters will be archived at
http://www.admin.mtu.edu/research/newsletter for future reference.  We’re hoping you find this a useful
source of information on our continuing developments, and invite you to send comments or questions, or
specific topics you would like to see addressed in future newsletters, to Sandy Kalcich
(sjkalcic@mtu.edu).

1 Any contract or grant with an outside entity that funds a program  (on or off campus)
   that is not considered a gift.
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Director’s Message:
  This past year has been a busy year for

Research & Sponsored Programs staff.  We
have worked closely with the Research
Accounting and Intellectual Property staff to
further define policy, implement many internal
procedural changes, and develop a variety of
training tools to guide research administration
at all levels.  Although these units have
different reporting structures, we came
together and created a common mission.  We
have grown close and in many ways are
functioning as one.  We all a share
commitment to serving the research
community and are making great efforts to
eliminate duplication of effort.  
     Through these interactions the “Sponsored
Programs Resource and Outreach Team” was
formed. This team consists of several different
subgroups (e.g., Responsibility for Project
Management, Proposal Processing, Pre/Post

Award Obligations, Website Development,
etc.). The subgroups intend to solidify policies
and procedures related to research and
sponsored program administration and will
interact over the course of the next couple of
years.  As regulations and situations are
constantly changing, I am sure some of these
subgroups will carry on even further into the
future.  You will see many of the fruits of their
labors in future editions of this newsletter.  In
addition this information will be posted in
several locations on the web, provided at
future workshops, printed in Tech Topics, and
notices mailed directly to you.  
     I am looking forward to the continued
collaboration and efforts with the Sponsored
Programs Resource and Outreach Team, and
am very proud to be part of it.  There is no
doubt that the campus community will benefit
from the increased services and instructive
activities.     

   
v  March 1, 2002
      REF Application                
      Deadline
            http://www.adim.mtu.edu/reasearch/REF

v April 23, 2002
     Post Award/Finance 
     Workshop for Faculty 
     & Administrative 
     Support Staff
     Red Metal Room

v May 7, 2002
     NSF Career Workshop
     Red Metal Room

v Fall 2002  
     Grant Writing Workshop  
     To Be Announced

http://www.admin.mtu.edu/research/newsletter
http://www.adim.mtu.edu/reasearch/REF


MTU Signature Authority Reminder
  Please remember that faculty and staff members are not

authorized to contractually commit the University.  Legal
agreements, such as Non-Disclosure Agreements, Material
Transfer Agreements and Software License Agreements must
be signed by the appropriate University official in order to be
binding and effective.  Board of Control Policy, “13.7 
Signing Contract and Other Legal Documents” designates
which officials are authorized to sign various types of
documents and agreements and can be accessed at the
following website  at http://www.admin.mtu.edu/admin/boc/policy/ch13.
If you have any questions regarding a signature on any
agreements  you receive, please contact Mike Gilles in
Research and  Sponsored Programs at (7-2225) or Jim Baker
at the Office of Intellectual Property and Technology
Commercialization (7-2228).

NSF Guide Changes
      NSF has recently announced the release of the newly
published version of the NSF Grant Proposal Guide (GPG).
This new guide is effective for proposals submitted on or after
January 1, 2002.   Please review the “Summary of Significant
Changes” to see what has changed since the last GPG. The new
GPG can be  found at http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2002/nsf022/nsf0202_2.html.

Community of Science (COS)
Increase Your Visibility to Government Sponsors(COS)
     Want to promote your work to major research sponsors,
whether to be chosen as an assessor of applications or even be
invited to apply?  An increasing number of research sponsors
such as National Science Foundation and the National
Institutes of Health from the U.S. and the Engineering and
Physical Science Research Council and Wellcome Trust from
the United Kingdom are using Community of Science (COS)
Expertise database to locate assessors and potential new
applicants. Update your COS Expertise profile through your
COS Workbench to promote your work to the world’s most
renowned sponsors.

Produce Better Search Results(COS)
     Do you want to produce better results?  Not sure how a
truncated search works?  Or what proximity operators are?  
Try this Website for assistance - http://fundingopps.cos.com.  
At the top of each COS database page is a link for
instructions and within that page, is a section titled “Rules for
Searching”. This page contains detailed tips and suggestions
on various search methods and strategies, all of which are
designed to maximize your use of COS databases.  The
examples provided are almost guaranteed to streamline your
queries and produce results directly related to your
professional interests.
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Research Services Department has officially changed to:   Research and Sponsored Programs
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