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My sabbatical leave was approved from December 27, 2004 - May 6, 2005.

I arrived in Sri Lanka on January 13, 2005 to begin my sabbatical leave assignment. I met with the Surveyor General of Sri Lanka, who is the head of the Sri Lanka Survey Department which also administers the Institute of Surveying & Mapping (ISM) where I have been assigned. He informed me that it will take some time to arrange transportation for me as most of the state vehicle fleet has been deployed in relief efforts of the tsunami that devastated the island nearly three weeks prior to my arrival. The ISM is located about 160 miles from the county’s capital, Colombo, and is in the mountainous country. Finally, I arrived at the ISM on January 25th. 
My assignment was to revise and upgrade the curriculum and course syllabi of the existing Bachelor Degree in Surveying Science and to develop a new curriculum and courses for proposed Post Graduate Diploma in Surveying. I was also expected to assist with the ongoing work to upgrade country’s geodetic datum. 

First, I began studying the B.S. program and its curriculum. These included the admission criterion, educational preparation of admitted students, and the course offerings. The students were admitted to ISM came from two separate groups. First group is selected from a competitive examination called General Certificate of Education (Advanced Level). This examination, conducted by the Department of Education for the entire country, is taken by students after completing 12th grade in high school. All students entering the university level education in Sri Lanka is selected by this examination. The second group comes from the surveyors already working in the field who have completed a two year course of study at the ISM before they were employed by the Survey Department. These students are admitted as juniors to complete the last two years of the degree program. The second group of students still needs some preparatory courses in mathematics, science, and computer literacy. 
Before I began revising the B.S. degree curriculum and courses, I also wanted to understand the mission of the ISM, its administrative structure, and constraints as it is directly under a government department. I also looked into its facilities, teaching and supporting staff, and the equipment. I felt that the equipment available was modern and was in sufficient quantities for the program. A few of the teaching personnel had advanced degrees from foreign universities but the curriculum was still lacking some modern topics that should be included in a modern surveying curriculum. 
The B.S. degree had five different options but the first two years was common to all options. A notable observation was that the order in which the courses were offered had been chosen based on the availability of teaching personnel who had specialized in needed areas. This put students at a disadvantage as they may not have the prerequisite knowledge to follow the material covered in a specific course. Another problem was offering the same course at different times/quarters for different options thereby not using faculty time efficiently. There was also a large amount of material being taught that are obsolete today. 

Taking all of the shortcomings into consideration, I drafted new curricula for all five options. Some existing courses were retained but the course syllabi were revised. A number of new courses were included to cover the latest advances in surveying technology. Detailed syllabi were prepared for these courses.

The work on the post graduate diploma was only partially completed as this degree had not received the state approval. My second assignment to assist with the upgrade of country’s geodetic datum was not carried out as this project was on hold. The reason was that all surveying department personnel in charge of this project were involved in tsunami related survey work. 
After I began working on my sabbatical leave assignment, I learned that a proposal submitted by me for the Working Week of International Federation of Surveyors to be held in Cairo, Egypt from April 17 – 23 had been accepted. The title of the paper was Bachelor Degree Program in Surveying/Geomatics offered to Place-bound Students. I had to take a few days off from my sabbatical leave assignment to develop the paper and submit it by the due date. 
I completed my work around the first week of April, 2004 and the final report with revised curricula and course syllabi was submitted to the Director of ISM who is the chief administrator of the institute. Since the period from April 12 – 15 is a traditional festive season in the country and is also state holidays, no work could be done at the institute during this period. Further, I had to make preparation for my departure to Egypt as the presentation of my paper was scheduled for the 18th of April. 
While I was in Colombo I met with the Surveyor General on Monday, April 11th to discuss my work at the ISM. I left Sri Lanka on April 17th, 2005 to attend the conference in Egypt. 
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