To:
Sonja Golz, Chair, Sabbatical Leave Committee

Cc:
Office of the Provost
From:
P. Sotirin

Date:
December 22, 2005

Re:
Sabbatical Leave Narrative

Following is the narrative report on my activities during my sabbatical leave from January 10, 2005 to May 9, 2005 when I started teaching summer school in Track A. My goal during this four-month period was to advance two projects, one on communication among and about aunts and their nieces and nephews and the other on feminist mothers and sons. I am satisfied that my sabbatical, though brief, was productive in advancing these projects.
During my sabbatical, I was able to visit the co-author of the aunt project, Dr. Laura Ellingson at Santa Clara University. We revised the outlines for all of the chapters and decided to publish individual chapters as stand-alone articles. The following articles were completed during the sabbatical period and are published or forthcoming:

Patty Sotirin and Laura Ellingson (2005). The "Other" Women in Family Life:  Recognizing the Significance of Aunt/Niece/Nephew Communication. In K. Floyd & M.T. Morman (Eds.), Widening the Family Circle: New Research on Family Communication (pp. 81-100). Sage.

Patty Sotirin and Laura Ellingson. Rearticulating the Aunt: Feminist Alternatives of Family, Care, Kinship and Agency in Popular Aunt Figures. Cultural Studies(>Critical Methodologies. [Accepted for publication in issue 17:2]
Laura L. Ellingson and Patty Sotirin.  Exploring aunt-niece/nephew communication. Journal of Social and Personal Relationships [Accepted for publication].

We intend to resubmit our book proposal to several publishers now that we have clear evidence of market interest in our project.

In addition, I developed an outline for an edited collection on feminist mothers and sons with co-editor, Dr. Paige Edley of Loyola Marymount University. As part of my sabbatical, I did research for a co-authored introductory chapter, wrote a draft of my individual chapter, and  organized a conference panel at the Organization for the Study of Communication, Language and Gender. Five contributors presented material from their chapters on the panel and five other feminist scholars who were not at the conference have agreed to contribute as well. The chapters are due to me by the end of December. Dr. Edley and I plan to send the final proposal and chapters to publishers during the Spring semester 2006.
I wish to thank the Committee and the Provost for granting my sabbatical request. 

