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This brief narrative will report on the successful Sabbatical Leave I enjoyed during the 2004-2005 Academic Year.  The leave did not take exactly the course that I expected, but was successful nonetheless.

In my application I indicated that I wished to study Swedish iron making history, particularly as a model for understanding 18th and 19th century practices in the US, and coincidentally confer with Swedish colleagues regarding ongoing collaborative research projects in Svalbard.  As it happens, the funding applications that I depended upon to support these efforts were not successful, so a change in plans was necessary.  

Instead of traveling to Sweden, I remained within the United States during most of the year.  During both the summer of 2004 and summer of 2005 I devoted significant time to research and teaching.  I offered graduate and undergraduate level field methods classes in archaeology, based at the West Point Foundry, my research site in Cold Spring, New York.  Both years included teaching during the first track and research during the second track, supported by Scenic Hudson Land Trust.  Two MS theses were supported each year.

In the Fall of 2004, I spent several weeks in Cold Spring doing archival research in support of the West Point Foundry project.  Most of this work was done at the Putnam County Historical Museum.  I was able to comb through a significant collection of nineteenth century documents, maps and photographs related to the Foundry. I copied particularly relevant items, and took notes on all material reviewed.  This has afforded me a much richer perspective on the site than was possible before.

In addition to the archival research, I conferred with Scenic Hudson and a variety of interested collaborators in the region, such as the Hudson River Valley Heritage Area, the Burden Ironworks Museum, and others.  I helped our colleagues at Scenic Hudson write a grant proposal, seeking funds from the State of New York Department of Environmental Quality.  In July 2005 we learned that we would receive a $250,000 award to back the work at the West Point Foundry.

During the winter months, I spent several weeks in the Washington DC area, conducting research and working on government support.  I spent considerable time in the National Archives, researching the activities of the West Point Foundry and its principals.  In particular, I investigated the collections of the US Army and US Navy ordnance services, reviewing the pattern of contracts and correspondence between the government and the Foundry.  Ordnance was a central product of the West Point Foundry, and these US government agencies were the major clients.  As such, they were critically influential in the technology and business practices employed by the Foundry.  Correspondence and contracts reveal patterns of interaction based on political influence and technical considerations, sometimes based upon quality testing.  

I also visited the Congressional offices of representatives from Michigan and New York, seeking support for our ongoing research activities. As a result, the Congresswoman from Westchester County, Sue Kelly, included a $400,000 item supporting West Point Foundry work in the Interior appropriation bill for 2006.  Staff in the offices of our Michigan representatives, particularly Rep. Stupak and Sen. Levin, have offered support to the actions of the New York colleagues, if not any direct action on their own parts.  I also negotiated a small supplement to an NSF grant, to send a graduate student on a research trip to Svalbard.

In the Spring I took the month of March to study Spanish language in San Miguel de Allende, Guanojuato, Mexico.  During this period, I also visited several potential research sites, locations that feature prominently in mining history.  The language training and site visits were both related to the recruitment of an excellent graduate student candidate from Mexico City; language training to aid in communication, of course, site visits to scout out potential thesis projects for the student.  I also visited colleagues in the mining towns of Pachuca and Real del Monte.

Upon my return from Mexico, I collaborated with Erik Nordberg of the Archives to host a two-day symposium on Michigan’s Role in Arctic Coal.  This symposium celebrated the centennial of the establishment of the Arctic Coal Company on Spitsbergen, a company established by John M. Longyear of Marquette, a member of the Michigan School of Mines Board of Control.  Visitors from Norway and Sweden joined us for one day in Marquette and one day in Houghton, with presentations and films commemorating the company’s history.  Officials representing Store Norske Kulkompani, the Norwegian successor to Arctic Coal, were our guests, along with two Swedish research scholars who have been working with us on a documentation project on the early mining sites.

In summary, this was a very busy and productive year.  I am ready and willing to have another such sabbatical at the earliest opportunity!

