Sabbatical Leave Report
Kathleen E. Halvorsen Calendar Year 2004 (Spring and Fall of 2004)

I wrote a request for a sabbatical leave filed in the 2002/03 Academic Year.  In that request, I stated that I hoped to support part of my leave with a pending wind power NSF grant and planned to focus on completing a public participation in environmental decision making research project and publish on it during my sabbatical.  In the end, the wind power proposal was not funded so I did not perform work on this.

I took a sabbatical leave for the 2004 calendar year (spring and fall of 2004).  During that time I completed analysis on my public participation in local environmental decision making and presented two papers on it at the 2004 International Symposium on Society and Natural Resources in Colorado in June 2004 (Citizen Participation in Public Meetings and Been-Here’s Versus Come-Here’s? Community And Conflict In Local Land Use Planning – second title was first authored by Melanie Barbier).  Melanie and I co-authored an article, “Been-Here’s Versus Come-Here’s? Community And Conflict In Local Land Use Planning.” that is under review at Society and Natural Resources.

I also completed a large onsite sewage system research project with Hugh Gorman and we wrote a report on this project: Strengths and Weaknesses of Great Lakes Onsite Sewage System Regulatory Programs.  We have distributed nearly 400 copies of this report in response to requests from individuals around the US and internationally.  As a result, we have received seven requests for presentations at national and regional conferences and will be filling the bulk of these over the next few months.  We have co-authored an article “Onsite Wastewater Treatment along the Great Lakes and the USEPA ‘Homeowner Awareness’ Model” submitted to Environmental Management and are working on a second article based upon our results.  I also presented a paper on this entitled Great Lakes Area Septic System Regulation at the ISSRM conference in Colorado in June 2004 and at the Northwest Michigan Onsite Waste Water Task Force meeting in August 2004 in downstate Michigan. I also worked on assessing public participation mechanisms used by the USDA Forest Service and state land management agencies under my McIntire Stennis grant of $21,000.
In response to our Peterson’s assessment of our Environmental Policy Graduate Program, I realized that we needed a more stable source of research assistant funding.  I therefore spent an unanticipated amount of time writing and co-authoring six grant proposals (two were revised and resubmitted, one of these twice) during my sabbatical.  I led a Human and Social Dynamics NSF grant proposal entitled “Individuals' Impacts on Water Quality: Changing Awareness and Behavior” for $750,000 submitted in March 2004.  In March 2004, I was a co-PI on another NSF HSD proposal “The Incorporation of Volcanic Hazard Maps and Reports into Central and South American Perceptions of the Environment” – it wasn’t funded, but we revised and resubmitted it to another NSF office in December 2004 and it currently under review.  I was a co-PI on “BE/MUSES: Renewable Energy from Forest Resources: Investigating the Complex Interrelated Issues Associated with Generating Automotive Fuels from Lignocellulosic Biomass” submitted in February 2004.  It wasn’t funded, but we were asked to revise and resubmit it as a planning grant in May 2004 and it was funded at $114,000.  I have spent a significant amount of time during 2004 doing the work related to this grant which is focused on collecting information to revise our first proposal and resubmit it as a full proposal.  We are submitting the new one in February 2005.  
