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My one-semester sabbatical occurred during the fall of 2004. During that time, I visited two universities, Texas A&M and Northern Arizona University. At Texas A&M, I delivered a keynote address at a university-sponsored conference called Literacy Across Cultures. At Northern Arizona University, I gave a seminar to graduate students in the composition and professional writing program, and I conferred with two colleagues who are collaborators with me on an edited collection about race and teaching.

In addition to these two trips, I spent extensive time conducting research and writing on the following four projects:

1. the edited collection mentioned above: I am responsible for developing the theoretical framework for the book and writing the introduction as well as contributed one chapter to the collection.

2. A journal article on writing center work in a global environment

3. A journal article on the applications of the concepts of learning organization to problems of university teaching and administration. 

4. A book chapter on the implications of narrative theory for writing center research.

Of these four projects, the book introduction is the closest to completion. I made enough substantial progress on the other three projects to project completion of them all within 12-24 months. Although I would have preferred to take all projects to completion, I am grateful to have made substantial progress. During these first two weeks of return to teaching and directing the writing center, I am pleased to realize that I’ve returned with greater depth in knowledge for the cultural diversity class that I’m now teaching and with new ideas for professional development in learning theory for the staff in the MTU Writing Center. I have also been able to draw extensively on my sabbatical reading to prepare a directed reading for a Native American graduate student. 

I thank the sabbatical committee and the university for their support of the time to develop additional expertise and insights and to move some important professional projects along. 

